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Sence of the 


Subſcribed ARTICLES 


RELIGION. 


Take not this Form -of Words called, 7he 
Articles of the Church of England, to be ef- 
ſential to the ſaid Church ; nor any thing 
in them to be eflential to the Chriſtian Re» 
| ligion, which was not ſo from its begin- 
ning, and in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, yea 
and in every following Age : nor do I' take ſuch 
Form''or Matter to be inſtcad- of the Scripture and 
the ancient Creeds, a neceſfary Rule of Divine 
Faith,” or neceſſary to the Being of Miniſtry, Mem- 
berſhip, and Communion in the Church of Exg- 
land : But that they were, ſubordinate to the Scrt- 
prures and the ſaid Creeds, a laudable Profeſſion 
of this Church at the Reformation, that they miſ- 
A expounded 
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expounded not the Divine Rule by any Hereſie, 
thereby to promote our Communion with other 
Reformed Churches, and to guide Novices at home 
in the Expofition of the ſaid Rule: Far be it from 
us to be of a Religion and Church which is no 
older than the faid Articles or Common Prayer, 
But holding, with excellent Auguſtine, that Contra 
Rationem nemo ſobrius, & contra Scripturam nemo 
Chriſtianus , fo alſo that, Contra Ecclefiam nemo pa- 
cificus ; (the Church fill being ſuppoſed to be tor 
Reafon and "Scripture, ſdber and Chriftiany and 
wiſhing that God's own Word were taken for the 
ſufficient Terms of our Conſent and Concord in 
order to Union and Communion, and knowing 
that the Ambiguity of words, and our common im- 
perfe&ion in the Art of Speaking, do leave an un- 
certainty in the fence of moſt humane Writings 
till explained, and yer ſuppoſing that the Authors 
of theſe Articles meant them Orthodoxly , that I 
may not ſeem needleſly ſcrupulous, I ſubſcribe 
them, and that I may not be unconſcionably raſh 
in ſubſcribing, I here tell all whom it may con- 
cern, how 1 underſtand the words which I ſub- 
ſcribe. | 

Art. 2. A Sacrifice foz all the fin of man, 
Dugtnal and Actual.] Tho' [0mnizw] be allo 
in the Latine, [A/] is left out in K. Fames his 
Edition, I ſuppoſe they meant not [for any mans 
final predominant Impenitence , Infidelity, Atheiſm or 
holineſs; ] but for all ſorts of ſin, on condition 
of Faith and Repentance , aQually pardoning them 
to penitent Believers. 


Art. 
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Art. 3. De Went down info Yell ] That is, 
into Hades, the ſtate of ſeparated Souls : Of which 
ſee Archbiſhop Zſber's Anſwer to the Jeſuits. 


Art. 4 Took again his Body with fleſh 
and bones , and all things appertatning 
to the perfection of mans Nature, where- 
wtth he aſcended tnto Yeaven, and there 


Thar is; He fitteth in Heaven with the fame 
Body Glorified, which was fleſh and bones on 
Earth, and catechreſtically is by ſome fo called, 
now it is a celeſtial , incorruptible, ſpiritual, glo- 
rious Body ; but indeed is not now the ſame 
thing which we call formally Fleſh, Bones, or Blood, 
nor will admit of the ſame Definition. For, 
x. The Scripture faith plainly, That Fleſh and 
Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 15. 
50. There is a watural Body, and*there is a ſpiri- 
tual Body, vetl. 43, 44 The Context ſheweth 
that it is not moral ſinful corruption that is called 
Fleſh and Blood here , but that natural corruptibi- 
lity which Fl: and Blood hath. See Hammond 
on the Text. 

Chriſt's Body will not be worſe than ours (but 
ours made like to his, Phil, 3,20.) But ours ſhall 
not be fleſh, blood, and bones. 

2. When there is not the ſame Form or Defini- 
tion, there is not to be the ſame proper formal De- 
nomination : But no ſober Philoſopher or Phyſician 
ever gave ſuch a Definition of Fleſh, Blood, or Bones 
as will truly agree with Chriſt's glorified Body : 
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The name: therefore can be but equivocal. 

3. There is a Symmetry in God's Works , Chriſt 
being in his Glorified Humanity advanced above 
Angels in Power, is not below them in natural 
Perfe&tion: -His fpiritual- celeſtial Body is congru- 
ous to his Soul ; and all the Angels obey and wor- 
ſhip him. When we are the Children. of the Re- 
ſurrection, we ſhall be equal to. the Angels, and 
neither marry nor die : and ſo not have bodies. of 
mortal conſtitution. I dare not fay that the Sun 
or Light is a more Glorious body than Chriſt's ; 
nor encourage thoſe Diſputers that ask how many 
foot long and broad his body is, or the place that 
containeth it, 

4- I dare not incur the guilt of contradiQing 
two General Councils in a matter of Faith, when 
they anathematize the Diſſenters, and agree there- 
in, tho' diſagreeing in other things, and. pleading 
the Tradition of the Fathers, and the Seripture. 

The ſeventh General Council at C. P. under 
Conſt. Copion. condemning Image-Worſhip , faith, 
(as Binnius tranſlateth it) pag, 378. Defin. 7. [Ste 
guts non. confeſſus fuerit Dominum noſtrum Feſum Chri- 
ftum poſt aſſumptionem animat@ rationals & intelle- 
Aualis carnis, ſimul ſedere cum Deo & Patre, atg; 
tta queg; rurſus, venturum cum Paterna Majeſtate, 
judicaturum vivos © mortuos, non amplius quidem 
Carnem , eqs Incorporeum tamen, ut wvideatur ab 
is a quibus compunttus eſt, © maneat Deus extra 
craſſitudinem carnis, Anathema, 

To which faith the ſecond Nicene (their Adver:- 
faries) by Epiphanius, Fuc uſq; rette ſentiunt & Pa- 
frum traditionbus conſeutienti@ dicunt.]| 5. The 
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5. The long Church-Diviſions, which have for 
x300 years followed the raſh Determinations about 
ſome dark inviſible things, maketh me more in- 
clined to ſuſpend , than rathly to affirm, in doubt- 
ful caſes, eſpecially about God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 

6. It is not the perfeQtion of Glorified Humanity 
to be fleſh and bones. 

7. I cannot ſay, that Earth (as fleſh and bones 
are) dwells in Athereal Regions. 


Art. 6. Yoly Scripture containeth all 


things neceflary to Dalvation] 1 conſent : 
Therefore if the Miniſtry, Sacraments, and Church- 


Communion be neceſſary to Salvation , the Scri- 
pture containeth all neceſſary ro them 


Ibid. Jn the name of the holy Scrtptures- 
we Underſtand thoſe Canontcal Books of the 
Old and New Teftament, of whoſe Autho- 
rfty was never any-doubt- tn the Church.] 
Expoſ. Not excluding the Epiſtle to the Zebrews ; 
Fames ; 2 Pet. Jude ; 2.Q 3 _Jobn ; - 4 rags 
divers Charches long Joubred of , | 


Art. 7. {The Civil P2ecepts thereof - the 
Law given from God+-bv - Mo/es }* OUgHt: not of 
necellity to be received m any. Common- 
wealth. ]- 

Expoſ. Czvilia ſant pindve que dantur ad re 
gendas civitates ( ſeu ſocietates civiles) God's Laws 
are the Supreme Civil Laws : Man's Laws are bur 
by-Laws (ſuch as Corporations make under the 
Liws 
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Laws cf the Land) about things mutable, left unde- 
termined by God, and ſubordinate to his Laws. 
God hath two ſorts of Civil Laws : Firſt, ſuch as 
arc univerſal or common to all Chriſtian Nations 
at leaſt : As, That there ſhall be Rulers and Sub- 
jets ; That Rulers obey and promote the Laws of 
God and the Kingdom of Chriſt, and do nothing 
againſt them ; That they ſeek the common Good, 
and rule in Righteouſneſs, and be a Terrour to evil 
Works, and encourage Piety and Vertue and Peace ; 
That they reſtrain Blaſphemy, Perjury, Prophane- 
neſs, Murder, Adultery, Theft, falſe Witneſs, and 
falſe Judging, &c. Theſe Civil Laws bind all Na- 
tions, as the Law of Nature; and all Chriſtian Na- 
tions, as the Law of Chriſt : But not as the Laws of 
Moſes promulgate to the Fews. 2. But there are alſo 
particular Civil Laws that were proper to the Fews 
Commonwealth -z#. /pecie-: I ſuppoſe the Article 
meaneth theſe, and includeth rhe former-in the 
word [ Moral Laws ] though indeed they be the 
moſt eminent Civil Laws. 


Art. 8. The th2ee Creeds, viz. Nice Creed, 
Athanaſius Creed, and that commonly cal- 
led the Apoſtles Creed, ought th:oughly to 
be recetved and belteved (on. ] | 

Exy 1. Rigitly underſtood ; viz. r. That by 
[God of God very God of verp God) be nor 
mcant two G:4s : 2. Nor the damnatory Clauſes 
taken for part of Arthanaſies Creed, (though they 
be part of the Liturgy aſflcnted and conſented to.) 


Art, 
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Art. 9. Thts infection of Nature doth re- 
matn even in them that are regenerate, 
Expoſ, Thar is, in a mortified, 1ubdued degree, 
bur not predominant, or unpardoned. 


Art. 109, We Have no power (:4i/ vilems:] 


viz, Our natural Powers or taculties are nct ſaffi- 
clent without Grace. 


Art. 11. We areaccounted righteous befoze 
God only foz the Mertt of our Lozd and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chztik, and not foz our own 
wozks 02 deſervings : wherefoze that we 
are jufttfied by Faith only, is a moft whole- 
ſom Doctrine, 6c.) | 

Expoſ. Tho' he that doth righteouſneſs is righte- 
ous, and the Scripture throughout and frequently 
mentioneth an inherent perſonal Righteouſneſs ne- 
ceſfary to Salvation, yet this is no Univerſal Righ- 
reoufneſs, nor ſuch as will juſtifie us according to 
the Law of Innocency or Works ; but is meerly 
ſubordinate to the Merit and Efficacy of the Sacrifice 
and Righteouſneſs of Chrift, which only mericeth 
for us as a Price, ouf Faith being only the requiſite 
(yer givert) moral qualification for the reception of 
the free gift of Pardon; Juſtification and Adoption, 
and hath not the leaſt part of the Office or Honour 
of Chriſt ; yet are Chriſt's words true, That by 
mens words they ſhall be juſtified or condemned : And 
all men ſhall be judged according to their works : 
And Fames truly faith , that &y works a man 7s j»/ti- 


fied, and not by faith only : Not by works of per- 
tection 
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ſeftion.or of Hoſes Law, nor any that, as a price or 
commutation do' make the reward to..-be of Debt, 
and not of Grace ; but by a practical Faith or Chri- 
ſtianity : ſuch As as Faith it ſelf is, and prove 
our Belief to be ſuch as Chriſt hath promiſed Juſti- 
fication and Salvation to ; ſuch as by juſtifying Be- 
lief to be ſincere, do juſtifie the perſon againſt the 
Charge of Infidelity, Hypocriſie, Impenitence and 
Ungodlinefs, Chriſtianity is that Faith which Pax! 
oppoſeth to Works. 


art. 12. Good wozks ſp2ing out neceſſarily 
of a true and lively Faith , inſomuch that 
by them a lively Faith may as evidently be 
-imown as a tree diſcerned by the frutt. 
Expoſ. 1. It is a Hypotherical neceſſity, that is here 
mcant, conliſtent with freedom. 2. And a Truth 
of Evidence, and not an equal degree. 


Art. 13. Wozks done befoze the Gzace of 
Ehzilt and the Jnſptiration of the Spirit, 
are not pleaſant to God; fozaſmuch as they 
ſp2ing not of Fatth in Jeſus Chztkt : net- 
ther do they make men meet to recetve 
G2ace, oz as the Schools ſay, deferve 
G2ace of Congruity , yea rather thep have 
the nature of ſin.] 

Expoſ. x. No good is done before all common 
Grace. 2. Preparatory Grace uſually goeth before 
ſpecial Grace ; and thoſe that reſiſt it, are farther 
from the Kingdom of God, than they that have ir. 
And 7o him that hath (by improvement) ſhall be 
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given : And in every nation, he that feareth God, and 
worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted of him, Believing 
that God 1s, and that he is the rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him, is better than-nothing, and 
than meer fin. 


Art. 14 Udluntary Wozks , beſides, over 
and above. God's Commandments , which 
they call 1Bozks of Supererogation, cannot 
be taught without arrogancy and intquity, 

Expot. I ſuppoſe they meant not that voluntary 
Canons, Impolitions, Oaths, and Church-Offices 
are fo bad. 


APt. 16. Expoſ. I ſuppoſe this Article meanet{ 
only the anpardoned Sin againſt the H. Ghoſt , and 
of a total departure from common Grace, and ſome 
degree of Habit and AA from ſpecial Grace ; but 
determineth not the Controverſie, whether any to- 
tally and finally fall from ſuch an unconfirmed 
Grace as elſe would ſave. 


Art. 18. They are to be Had Accurſed that 
pzeſume to ſay, that every man ſhall be ſa- 
ved by the Law oz Sect which he p2ofelleth, 
ſo that he be diligent to frame his iife ac- 
cozding to that Law and the Light of + 
Nature. Foz holy Scripture doth ſet out 
to. us only the Name of Jeſus Chzrtt where- 
by men mull be ſaved. ] 

Expoſ.” Some Sets contradict the Light of Na- 


ture : They worſhip Devils, and offer their Chil- 
B dren 
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dren-in Sacrifice to them, and murder the juſt : 
This will ſave none. But it the meaning be to 
curſe all that hope that ſome are ſaved, who ne- 
ver heard of the Name of Chriſt, and that his Spi- 
rit and Grace go farther than the knowledge of 
his Name, I will not curſe ſuch. All were not 
accurſed thit hoped well of Socrd?#f, Antonine, Alex 
auder Severas, Cirets, Fpitteras, Pltarcb Oe. There 
is no Name that- is ,- o\vther Meſſiah to by faved 
by but Chriſt; But, / £ God!jutgets thed-by fo 
other Law, but that which they were under: And 
the Law of Grace made to fallen Mankind in 44a; 
and Noah, was not repealed by the Jews peculiari- 
ty. 2. God had more Pcople than the Jews and 
Proſelytes of old. 3. The old Fews knew Ft of 
Chriſt than his Apoſtles before his ReſurreQion, 
4- The Apoſtles then believed not his dying for 
our ſins, his ReſurreQion, Aſcenſion, heavenly In- 
terceſſion, Sr. 5. It's no Chriſtianity now thar 
believeth not theſe. If I durſt curſe all the World 
who: now believe no more than the old Fews and 
the Apoſtles then did, yet durſt I not curſe all 


Chriſtians 'that-hope. better. of them; 


Chote 'we ought to judge law: 
fully catled and ſent, wHtch be choſen and 
called to this wozk by men, who have pnb- 
ick Authoztty niven them tn the Chnitre- 
gatton, tv- call and ſend Winifters tho the 
Lozds Utneyard.] : FAO I 

 Expol. Given them , that is, by Chriſt in his 
Scripture-Inſtitution , and by thoſe that Chriſt au- 
thoriſeth under him, Art. 


Art. 2}. * 
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Art. 25. Dacraments be certain ſure Wits 
nelles and eftectual Signs of Gzace, and 

Expol. They ſignife what God offereth : They 
inveſt the true believing Receiver in the Right of 
Pardon, Adoption, and Salvation. They are mo- 
rally operative Signs of exciting and increaſing in 
herent Grace in Believcrs, 


Art. 26. [Noz is the Effect of Cheilt's 
O2dinances taken away by their (Wink- 
ſters) wickedneſs ] 


Expoſ. Sacraments are not void , becauſe a bad 
man adminiſtred them 3 but Prayer, and Preach- 
ing and Example are uſually more efteual from 
able godly men, than from the ignorant and wick-- 
ed. The blind man could ſay, God heareth not 
frnners ; but if any be a Worſhipper of God, and do 
his Will, him he heareth, Pſal 50. To the -wicked 
faith God , What haſt thou to do to take my Cove- 
nant into thy mouth, &c. It is a ſin to prefer a bad 
man before a better. And it is dangerous to en- 
courage men in daily fin, who uſurp the Sacred 
Office of Biſhops or Paſtors, having neither the 
Qualifications eſſentially neceſſary thereto, nor 
that which is eſſentially neceſſary to a Call. 


The excepted Articles, and thoſe that need no 
Expoſition, I paſs by. If I have hit on the true 
meaning, I ſubſcribe my Allent : and I thank Gcd 
that this National! Church hath Do@rine ſo ſung, 
and pity them that-write., preach , or prattiſe con- 

| trary 
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erary to 'the Articles: which - they: ſubſcribe., and 
accuſe them'that [refuſe ſybferibing them /; and 
take them for Sinners, who take them nor” fer 
BY their Paſtors, becauſe that their Wickedneſs nul. 


leth not their Sacramental Adminiſtrations. 
% 
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